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Notice 


There will be no Evangel on July 29, 
1957. 


The Macedonian Call will appear on 
August 5, 1957. 


CAMP MEETING SCHEDULE — 1957 


Arkansas—July 15-20—Campground, Bald Knob (D. 
C. Boatwright) 

Iowa—July 31-August 4—Free Methodist Campground, 
Birmingham (V. B. Rains) 

Maryland-Delaware-Washington, D. C.—July 29-Au- 

_ gust 4—Campground, Hurlock, Maryland (Lindsey 
Pratt) 

Michigan — July 29-August 3 — Campground, Fenton 
(James L. Slay) 

Missouri—August 5-10—Campground, Leadwood (Vep 
Ellis) 

New England States—July 22-28—Campground, Ap- 
pleton, Maine (T. L. Forester) 

New Jersey—July 25-28—wMillville Local Church, 14 
Mulberry Street (James A. Cross) 

New York—July 25-27—Bayridge Church, Brookline, 
N. Y. (H. D. Williams) 

West Virginia—July 23-28—Field House, Beckley (Ray 
H. Hughes) 

Western Canada—July 30-August 4—International Bi- 
ble College, Estevan Saskatchewan (Floyd Tim- 
merman) 

Eastern District Spanish Convention—August 7-10— 
New York (James A. Cross) 


Please note our change of address, W. M. Morrow, 
Box 310, Petrolia, Texas. 


We are opening a Bible School in Salunayan, Mid- 
sayap, Contabato, on June 10, 1957. We are facing the 
problems on accordions, organs, typewriters and gen- 
erator for electricity. If any of the brethren have 
these in stock and no longer need them, we will be 
very thankful to receive them. Please send them to 
the Reverend James B. Reesor, superintendent, Church 
of God, P. O. Box 2971, Manila, Philippines. 
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I have just returned from the North Carolina camp 
meeting. My heart is aglow with the ineffable bless- 
ings of God I both witnessed and received. It does 
not matter what state it was in, for the glory of the 
meeting is duplicated in every state’s camp this sum- 
mer. Every state has had or will have the joyous re- 
unions of friends and brethren, the triumphant re- 
ports of progress, the glad rejoicing of the redeemed, 
and the careful attention to the ministry of the Word. 
This is camp meeting time, part of the spiritual fabric 
of the Church of God. 

Detracters of the Church have been saying that we 
are “dead,” “cold,” “formal,” or “drying up.” How 
wrong they are! Since the beginning of the Pentecost- 
al revival about the turn of the century, it has been 
predicted by prophets of gloom that the day would 
come when we would lose our zeal for God and go the 
way of other religious groups. 

At this camp meeting season there is a dramatic 
reaffirmation of all the things we hold dear. I wit- 
nessed the throngs that gathered to worship God, 
and the streams of those who filled the altars to seek 
peace with God. My heart has been warmed by the 
scene of radiant-faced men and women, many of them 
in the beauty and sturdiness of youth, praying around 
the altars, offering words of counsel and encourage- 
ment to those tarrying for the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost or asking forgiveness for their sins. Again I 
heard the rejoicing of the children of God, saw men 
and women dancing in the Spirit, and heard heavenly 
singing from sincere Christians down whose cheeks 
tears coursed in iridescent streams. 

There were even greater evidences of the vitality 
of God’s people: the ardent study of God’s Word and 
the hungry attention to the proclamation of that 
Word. 

’. Besides the souls that were blessed, numbers were 
healed of various afflictions and diseases. The number 
of those who came forward for prayer for healing 
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was testimony to the tremendous faith in divine 
healing, and the number who were healed is testi- 
mony to the efficacy of that faith. 

All these blessings, along with the unfeigned fel- 
lowship of the ministers and members, are a spiritual 
banquet. This fellowship—how real and how delightful 
it is! Weary laborers come from the field and are 
strengthened by spiritual brotherhood. Here is love, 
I thought; love as it was expressed in Bible days, and 
used as an instrument to increase the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love. 

No, we are not drying up. We are growing up—in 
grace and in knowledge—unto the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ. 
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(COVER PICTURE) 


JESUS HEALING THE SICK 
Matthew 15:29 


What a gathering of human misery, helplessness 
and disease! The mother, with her emaciated child 
in her arms, another bearing one who has the hope- 
less look of idiocy, a sick man prostrate on the ground, 
a wretched cripple straining to touch the hem of His 
garment, and still another, seemingly half dead, sup- 
ported by some pitying friend—certainly here is wretch- 
edness enough to demand the aid of one divine. 
For such alone could help in sorrows and extremities 
like these! The Saviour in the midst, the fountain 
from which health shall flow to all, presses the fore- 
head of the child while the rest await the power of 
his miraculous touch to be delivered of their “dis- 
eases and torments.” The picture is sternly realistic 
and tells the story with pathetic power. 
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HE HISTORY OF divine healing is as old as 

the history of man. The garden into which 

God placed the man He had created contained 
the tree of life. In Genesis 20:17, we find a simple 
but profound statement of divine healing, “So Abra- 
ham prayed unto God: and God healed Abimelech, 
and his wife.” God promised to the children of Israel 
as they fled from Egyptian bondage, “I am the Lord 
that healeth thee” (Exodus 15:26). How wonderful 
that this promise extends to the present generation! 
The same divine sacrifice which secures salvation to 
the believer, provides healing as expressed so eloquent- 
ly by Isaiah, “He was bruised for our iniquities and by 
his stripes we are healed.” 


The promise of healing extends not only to the 
present, but as we go upward under Christ we are as- 
sured that healing will extend through all eternity by 
John’s record of his vision of Paradise, “and he shewed 
me a pure river of water of life, .. . and was there the 
tree of life, ... and the leaves of the tree were for 
the healing of the nations” (Revelation 22:1, 2). 


The divine healing of King Hezekiah is described 
in 2 Kings 20, and again in Isaiah 38. This example 
teaches us a great deal concerning divine healing. 
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Behold, 9 WH Heal Thee.” 


A. HEALING IS A RESULT OF PRAYER 


When it became apparent to King Hezekiah that 
death was imminent he began to pray earnestly and 
weep before God. The prayer touched God. With all 
the power of the universe at His command, God was 
touched with compassion by the prayer of a helpless, 
dying man. The answer was flashed back: 


“I have heard thy prayer, 
I have seen thy tears; 
Behold, I will heal thee.” 


How often—oh, thank God—has this same answer 
been signaled to a faithful servant of God following 
prayer. Indeed, are not all healings the result of 
prayer? 


B. DIVINE INTERVENTION DELAYS DEATH 


The Scripture says that Hezekiah was sick unto 
death. The normal course of nature would have 
brought death. Divine deflection of the course of 
nature, brought about through prayer, provided an 
extension of life. 

The prophet Isaiah called for treatment of the in- 
fection with a plaster of figs, a common remedy of the 
day, but this in no way detracted from the miracle. 
Neither the power of God, faith in God, nor praise to 
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2 Kings 20:5, “Turn again and tell Heze- x 
kiah the captain of my people, Thus saith x 
the Lord, the God of David thy father, I ¥* 
have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy x 
tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third x 
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day thou shalt go up unto the house of the 
Lord.” 
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By Louis H. Cross 


Pastor, Elizabethton Church of God 


God was diminished by the treatment. The figs with- 
out God’s power would have accomplished nothing; 
yet God saw fit to work with the figs in place. With- 
out divine healing the disease would have been fatal; 
yet, Hezekiah’s life was prolonged for fifteen years. 

The healing was not instantaneous, but this in no 
way detracted from the miracle. The man who was 
sick unto death had received the promise: 


“I have heard thy prayer, 
I have seen thy tears: 
Behold, I will heal thee.” 


To Hezekiah this promise was sufficient. God’s prom- 
ises are always sufficient. God’s promises are always 
sure. Hezekiah recovered. The healing was as real 
as any instances of instantaneous healing. God was 
given the glory. 


C. HEALING IS THE PREROGATIVE OF GOD 


The message of deliverance was given by the Prophet 
Isaiah. However, Isaiah was required, as is every min- 
ister of God, to give some messages which were not 
so pleasant. It was as much the responsibility of Isaiah 
to carry the warning for preparation of imminent 
death as it was to carry the message of deliverance. 


This was the prophet whose lips had been anointed 
with fire from the altar, whose sin had been purged. 
This same prophet had proclaimed, “Behold, a virgin 
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.” This man was not lacking in_holi- 
ness. This man was not small in faith. This was a 
man who devoutly believed in a God who loved His 
people and would work miracles for their deliv- 
erance. Yet he came, burdened with duty, to Hezekiah 
and said, “Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in 
order for thou shalt die and not live.” 

Prayer changes things. Imagine the joy that came 
to Isaiah’s heart when another message came from 
God. Having been faithful to perform an unpleasant 
task, Isaiah returned to Hezekiah with glory on his 
face and praises on his lips to deliver the message: 


“I have heard thy prayers, 
I have seen thy tears: 
Behold, I will heal thee.” 


It was not the prophet, not the man of faith, but 
God who made the decision that healing was to come. 
The prophet was the faithful messenger. 

Indeed, is this not wonderful! Can we of such lim- 
ited wisdom understand that there are times that 
God has something better than healing for us? Read 
with me in Hebrews 11 of those that were stoned, 
sawn asunder, slain, and that were destitute, afflicted, 
tormented. “And these all, having obtained a good 
report through faith, received not the promise: God 
having provided some better thing for us...” (He- 
brews 11:39, 40). 

The very meaning of divine healing is healing sent 
at the discretion of God according to His superior wis- 
dom. God listens to the petition and decides the best 
course for us if we can but have the faith to yield 
to Him and to trust in Him. 


I was called recently to the hospital to pray for a 
baby four months old. The physician had given them 
no hope. The parents, who did not attend any church, 
had been told he was dying. In desperation, they 
had begged the nurses to call a minister. I knelt at 
the side of the baby whose eyes had been fixed for 
some time. With every confidence in God, but so aware 
of my own limitations and of the family’s grief, I 
began to pray. My lips faltered; the words came hes- 
itantly; tears filled my eyes. Eloquence was forgotten 
in desire for communion with God. Somehow I ex- 
pressed that God knew what was best for the baby, 
the parents, for the home, and asked for the baby’s 
life if it could be given in His will. The answer came: 


“I have heard thy prayer, 
I have seen thy tears: 
Behold, I will heal. . .” 


For the first time in over an hour the baby’s eyes 
moved as the prayer was concluded. Today the baby 
is well. Thank God for divine healing. 








a clear sky. Gaily plumaged birds were making 

merry. All nature was in tune with the infinite. 
But hark, there was the sound of angry voices. In just 
a few moments a cruel mob had gathered. Angry 
shouts and cruel curses were heard. Fierce hands 
were clutching and tearing at a young man. This 
young man’s serene face was turned toward heaven. 
But the mob was raging, and finally one of the 
strongest men shoved the youth forward so that he 
stood apart. Immediately a brutal stone was hurled, 
knocking the young man to his knees. This seemed to 
be the signal for more stones, because stone after stone 
bruised the beaten body of the young man. He fell in 
a faint; a bloodthirsty cry went up from the mob. 
But look, the young man raised himself. Blood was 
streaming down his face. His flesh was black and 
blue. Suddenly a light seemed to radiate from his 
face, and in a clear voice he spoke: “Lord Jesus, re- 
ceive my spirit.” His voice broke the silence that fol- 
lowed as he said, “Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge.” Then it seemed as though he fell asleep. The 
mob broke up and quickly dispersed. 

This happened when the Church was in its infancy. 
Following this incident a great persecution broke out 
against the Church and against the devout followers 
of the rejected Christ. There was a_young man named 
Saul that had consented to the death of a Christian, 
and this same Saul made havoc of the Church, en- 
tered into every house, and dragged out men and 
women and committed them to prison. Gentle men 
that loved Jesus were persecuted and thrown into pris- 
on by the hand of Saul. Saul worked fervently and 
felt that he was the servant of God to stamp out 
this heretic and fanatic new religion. 

One day Saul, “yet breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto 
the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus 
to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, 
whether they were men or women, he might bring 
them bound unto Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he 
came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined 
round about him a light from heaven.” Immediately 
Saul and his entourage stopped. With a great thud, 
Saul fell to the ground, overcome by the glory of the 
revelation of Jesus Christ. A voice spoke from the 
brightness, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” 

Saul asked, “Who art thou, Lord?” 

“TI am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for 
thee to kick against the pricks.” Saul, trembling and 
astonished, asked, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” 

From that moment, Saul was a changed man, and 
began to promote the cause of Christ. At first the 
saints would not believe in his conversion, but after 
preaching and proving himself, he became the great- 
est of all apostles. Known as Paul, this man pro- 
claimed the message of Jesus. He told of the wonder- 
ful love of our Lord. Paul evangelized. He carried the 
message to the people that had never heard of Christ, 
and won them for heaven. The Holy Ghost was in full 
control of his life, and led him to the places where he 
could have an effective ministry for Christ. 
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_Paul’s Thorn 


There is one fact about the life of Paul that seems 
to puzzle many of our people today. I quote 2 Corinth- 
ians 12:7: “And lest I should be exalted above meas- 
ure through the abundance of the revelations, there 
was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger 
of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above 
measure.” 

What was Paul’s thorn in the flesh? There are two 
very common theories concerning this. Let us examine 
these two theories in the light of God’s Word, and 
then let us see what the Bible says the thorn really 
was. 

Some say that Paul had a secret sin, that he was 
the greatest sinner of his day. They say that he con- 
tinued on in sin and could not help but sin. That is 
not true. We believe the Bible to be the divinely in- 
spired Word of God, so listen to what the Word says 
in Romans 6:6: “Knowing this, that our old man is 
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be 
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” 
Verse 18: “Being then made free from sin, ye became 
the servants of righteousness.” Verses 22, 23: “But 
now being made free from sin, and become servants 
to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the 
end everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death; but 
the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” 

Paul plainly stated in these verses that henceforth 
we should not serve sin, and that being then made 
free from sin, we became the servants of righteous- 
ness. If we are free from sin, we are no longer serv- 
ants of sin. The blood of Jesus cleanseth us from all 
sin. 

The statement is made that the soul and mind are 
kept pure, but the body sins. Listen to this statement 
of Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:23: “And the very God 
of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your 
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blame- 
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 
Corinthians 17:1, “Having therefore these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthi- 
ness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God.” Paul prayed that the body as well as 
the spirit would be preserved blameless unto the com- 
ing of the Lord. Paul also stated that because of the 
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in the Flesh 


By Linwood Jacobs 
Pastor, Marion, S. C. 


wonderful promises of God we should cleanse our- 
selves from all filthiness of the flesh first, and then 
the spirit, thereby perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God. If we are preserved blameless and cleansed from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, I am sure we will 
be free from all willful sin. 2 Timothy 2:21, “If a man 
therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a ves- 
sel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s 
use, and prepared unto every good work.” 


Now LET US LISTEN to Paul’s personal 
testimony. Galatians 2:20, “I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself for me.” He was not a sinner, but a living 
witness to the power of God—the power of God that 
could and still does keep a consecrated man from 
committing willful sin. Hallelujah! 

I am sure that already we have proved by the Bible 
that Paul was not a sinner, but that he was saved 
by grace and was a true child of God. Let us examine 
the second theory. I quote from a very learned ex- 
positor of the Scriptures: “‘The fact is, Paul was sick. 
He was the sickest of men. He had opthalmia, a dis- 
ease of the eyes. When Paul stood before them, his 
eyes filled with unspeakable pus and matter and this 
unspeakable pus ran down his face as he stood before 
them. He was a pitiful and an appealing sight to them 
as is any man with the disease.” 

Now let us consider if this was a disease. Paul did 
not get it by infection. Jesus Christ gave it to him. 
He prayed the Lord to heal him of this sickness three 
times. The Lord did not heal him but told him that 
His grace was sufficient for him. Some will use 2 
Corinthians 10:10 to substantiate this theory, so let us 
consider this verse. “For his letters, say they, are 
weighty and powerful; but his bodily presence is weak, 
and his speech contemptible.” 

There is nothing in this Scripture or in any other 
that tells us that Paul’s physical condition was weak. 
Paul was simply quoting what some of his enemies 
were saying. Listen to Paul’s reply in the very next 
verse, “Let such an one think this, that, such as we are 
in word by letters when we are absent, such will we 
be also in deed when we are present.” In other words, 
Paul says, “You say that my letters are weighty and 


powerful, and when I come to where you are you will 
find that I personally am weighty and powerful.” That 
does not sound like the words of a weakling but rather 
like the words of a strong man who is confident of 
himself. 

If anyone actually approached Christ for healing, 
he was never turned aside. Matthew 9:35, “And Jesus 
went about all the cities and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every sickness and every dis- 
ease among the people.” Matthew 8:16, “When the 
even was come, they brought unto him many that 
were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits 
with his word, and healed all that were sick.” 

Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and 
today, and forever.” If you will give me any Scripture 
reference where Jesus turned away an honest seeker, 
then I will believe you. Until then, however, I shall 
never believe that Jesus turned away a seeker unless 
the seeker was asking for something that was out of 
the will of God. It is not God’s will for anyone to go 
through this life suffering. Therefore, Paul’s thorn in 
the flesh could not be sickness. 

What then was this thorn in the flesh that was 
given to Paul? Let us turn to the Bible for our an- 
swer. Read again in our text, 2 Corinthians 12:7, “And 
lest I should be exalted above measure through the 
abundance of revelations, there was given to me a 
thorn in the flesh.” 

2 Corinthians 12:2, “I knew a man in Christ above 
fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot 
tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God 
knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heav- 
en.” It seems that Paul was caught up into heaven 
and that he heard unspeakable words, which it is not 
lawful for man to utter. Paul was elevated—exalted— 
and to keep him from vanity, a thorn in the flesh 
was given him. What was this thorn? The last few 
lines in verse 7 tell us that this thorn was the mes- 
senger of Satan. The word messenger is a translation 
from the Greek word angelos which occurs 188 times 
in the New Testament; 181 times it is translated 
“angel,” and seven times it is translated “messenger.” 
The two words mean exactly the same thing. Jesus 
in Matthew speaks of the devil and his angels. We 
find in Revelation that the devil and his angels made 
war against Michael and his angels. Jesus said, “De- 
part from me into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels.” We see that the devil has angels 
or messengers. These are personalities that carry out 
the orders of the devil; they come and go at his bid- 


ng. 

T tildeve that the messenger of Satan who was 
Paul’s thorn in the flesh was an angel of the devil 
whom the devil had put on Paul’s trail to persecute, 
revile and buffet him. Paul would go to a place and 
preach the gospel. The people would be stirred for 
God. A mighty revival would break out and souls 
would be won for God. In the midst of the revival, 
great persecution would break out against Paul. This 
messenger of Satan would stir up sinful men, and they 
would cast Paul in prison and beat him. 

In the Old Testament, God refers to individuals as 
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being pricks and thorns. Numbers 33:55, “But if ye 
will not drive out the inhabitants of the land from be- 
fore you; then it shall come to pass, that those which 
ye let remain of them shall be pricks in your eyes, 
and thorns in your sides, and shall vex you in the 
land wherein ye dwell.” Joshua 23:13, “Know for’a 
certainty that the Lord your God will no more drive 
out any of these nations from before you; but they 
shall be snares and traps unto you, and scourges in 
your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye perish 
from off this good land which the Lord your God 
hath given you.” 


Listen to the voice of Paul in 2 Corinthians 11:23- 
27: “I am ... in labours more abundant, in stripes 
above measure, in prisons more frequent, in death oft. 
Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save 
one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, 
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have 
been in the deep; in journeyings often, in perils of 
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own 
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the 
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren; in weariness and 
painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, 
in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.” I ask you, 
does that sound like a sick man? Does that sound like 
someone who was among the very sickest of men? 
No, but it does sound as though a special demon was 
sent by the devil to follow this blessed man of God 
and try to hinder his ministry. 


2 Corinthians 12:8, 9, “For this thing I besought the 
Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he 
said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee... .” Why 
would Jesus tell Paul that His grace was sufficient 
for him? Matthew 5:11, 12, “Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my 
sake. Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad: for great is 
your reward in heaven.” Jesus definitely promises 
healing for every disease, but He tells us that we 
shall have to suffer persecutions, and He tells us that 
we are blessed when we are persecuted for righteous- 
ness’ sake. 


Let us not use 2 Corinthians 12:7 as a cloak for sin 
or a cover for unbelief, but let us take it as God in- 
tended for us to understand it. If it becomes our lot, 
as it did Paul’s in 1 Corinthians 4:11, to experience 
“both hunger, and thirst and are naked, and are buf- 
feted, and have no certain dwellingplace,” let us take 
all buffeting and persecution with a smile of victory, 
because the great day is coming when we shall re- 
ceive our reward. 


“Be not deceived, God is not mocked; for whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” Paul 
had sown persecution against the Church, and because 
of that he had to suffer persecution. At last, history 
tells us, he died a martyr’s death. Paul sealed his tes- 
timony with his blood, but to the end he was faithful. 
He suffered for the cause of Christ, and because of 
that suffering he went home to receive a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away. 
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JESUS 


INCE JESUS WAS on earth, there probably has 

been no period when healing was needed or 

talked of more than now. There has hardly 
been a period when more varied attempts have been 
made at practicing it. Whatever practices the ages 
have developed, whatever criticisms, destructive or 
constructive, Jesus remains indomitably our Healer. 
May He help us in studying an experience of healing 
that will enlighten us on His healing today. 

Jesus was on his last journey to Jerusalem. He and 
His disciples crossed the River Jordan near the spot 
where, about three years before, John had baptized 
Him in Jordan and proclaimed Him “the Lamb of 
God that taketh away the sin of the world.” Not far 
from this place He had blessed the little children as 
they were brought to Him, and near, too, was a hill 
called Golgotha. His ministry of the gospel in word 
and deed lay behind him in Perea and Galilee. 

A short distance from Jordan in their path was 
the city of palms, Jericho. It was, perhaps, along this 
same route that Joshua had led the Israelites into 
the Land of Promise and had at the command of God 
marched around the walls of Jericho thirteen times 
before they fell down flat. Jesus moved slowly toward 
the city. Some of the multitude apparently went be- 
fore Him and others followed behind. 

As they approached the city, a disturbance developed 
by the wayside. Matthew 20:29-34, and Mark 10:46-52, 
tell us that two blind men were by the wayside 
begging. One of them, perhaps the spokesman, was 
called Bartimaeus. Luke says that a certain blind 
man sat by the wayside begging (Luke 18:35). Let us 
think of this interested person as blind Bartimaeus. 
He was an insignificant man with no record of accom- 
plishment, and no influential relatives, but perhaps 
he was quite well-known locally because of his afflic- 
tion. When he heard the sounds of many trudging 
feet, and the low rumble of many voices, he asked 
those whowere near him what was happening. “And 
they told him that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by,” Luke 
18:37. This information fired the hope of this man 
who was distressed. He was unable to live a normal 
life. Not having his sight, he was unable to work for 
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a living. Sometime, somewhere, somehow, he had 
developed the idea that this Jesus of Nazareth was a 
healer and that He would pay attention to anyone 
who called upon Him. Whether or not it entered his 
mind that Jesus would not pass this way again, 
Bartimaeus acted on the fact that Jesus was in his 
presence now. There was only one way up for this 
man, that was through Christ. There is only one way 
up for any person, that is through Christ. There is 
only one way up for the Church, that is through 
Christ. 

There was no more convenient time for Bartimaeus. 
No future date to expect his blessing impressed him. 
His need was now. His opportunity was now. Jesus 
was there. The blind man was desperate. He cried, 
“Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me.” The 
desperate, needy man was rebuked by some of the 
crowd and advised to keep calm, quiet, and peaceful. 
The rebuke and advice only intensified his fervor, and 
he cried the louder, “Jesus, thou son of David, have 
mercy on me.” He seemed aware of the fact that 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble,” Psalms 46:1. How sad that reason’s rebuke 
may often keep a man down, but to go upward with 
Christ we may sometimes have to withstand it. Our 
interest and enthusiasm must be strong enough to 
overcome its opposing disinterest and to march on 
in Christ even without acclaim or applause. That is 
the kind of interest Bartimaeus had. He was given 
advice which would have left him by the wayside to 
die in his condition while Jesus the Healer, and the 
multitude moved on into Jericho, but Jesus heard 
his cry. 

The procession came to a halt. Necks stretched. 
Eyes peered. Whispers were exchanged. What was 
happening? “Jesus stood.” Thank God that Jesus has 
time to stop at the cry of someone who needs, wants, 
and believes Him. He loved this man neither more 
nor less than he loves each of us today. He has time 
to stop today when we call on Him in spirit and in 
truth. Moments of suspense passed as humble hearts, 
expectant eyes, and a blind man waited to see the 
salvation of God. 

The voice of Jesus broke the silence as He command- 


ed the blind man to be brought to Him. Bartimaeus 
waited for a blessing. He was helpless. Even those of 
us with eyes are helpless if we are without Christ. 
Other moments of anxious waiting passed as theblind 
man was brought. Then, Jesus, our healer, Bartimaeus’ 
healer, asked that momentous question, “What wilt 
thou that I shall do unto thee?” (Luke 18:41). His 
time had come. With no apparent hesitancy, Barti- 
maeus acknowledged his own helplessness, his need, 
his dependence on Jesus to fill that need, and Jesus’ 
ability to meet that need. “Lord, that I may receive 
my sight,” Luke 18:41. Blind faith, no physical vision, 
a desperately helpless man, a loud, fervent cry—a 
man whom Jesus loved was Bartimaeus. “And Jesus 
said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy faith hath 
saved thee,” Luke 18:41. The following verse states 
that this man immediately received his sight, followed 
Jesus, and glorified God. 


SHALL WE ASCRIBE this experience to 
history only, or shall we permit this same Jesus who 
healed Bartimaeus to be our contemporary healer? 
The person of the Holy Ghost is present with us to- 
day to listen to our cry, to stop, to command, to heal. 
Bartimaeus found his way from a downward, roadside 
beggar position, to an upward, healed, following, 
praising position. 

A lady in our church congregation stood to her 
feet as the service progressed. When she was recog- 
nized, she stated simply that she was not well and 
wanted prayer. Eyes looked around, as she came for- 
ward to an altar, probably as they did when Barti- 
maeus was in need. The church as a group bowed in 
prayer. Jesus heard and answered prayer. The lady 
testified that she felt she was on the verge of a 
collapse from her nervous condition. Her skin had 
become discolored and this had been diagnosed as 
eczema. After prayer her nervous condition calmed 
and her skin condition cleared. Jesus does heal today. 

Bartimaeus has probably become quite well-known 
today through the song that tells of his experience, 
but the fact that his experience may be repeated over 
and over today seems little-known. We can find our 
way upward from where we are through Christ in 
healing. As we acknowledge our need, our helpless- 
ness, our reliance on Him, His ability and readiness 
to hear and help, as we reject advice that would 
hinder, and cry aloud in fervent prayer, Jesus will 
stop to hear us. He will say, “Thy faith hath saved 
thee.” We, then, with the lifted Bartimaeus, shall 
follow Jesus and glorify God. 


@@@ “And Jesus said unto him, 
Receive thy sight: thy 
faith hath saved thee,” 
Luke 18:42. 
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B. AS A MAN THINKS OF CHRIST IN HIS HEART, 
SO IS HE. 


The Scriptures represent Christ as the Eternal Son, 
the revelation of God, the First-born from the dead; 
the Image of the Invisible God, the Creator of all 
things, the Saviour and Example of the world, and 
the final Judge of all men. : 

What a man thinks of Christ is the crucial test of 
his character. Christ was the One who crossed the 
stage of human history over nineteen centuries ago, 
yet He did not begin His life in Bethlehem of Judea. 
He existed in the bosom of the Father from all eter- 
nity. He was Very God of Very God; there never was 
a time when He was not. He is and always has been 
the only begotten Son of God, the eternal Word of 
God, the brightness of God’s everlasting glory. He is 
before all things, and by Him all things consist. He is 
Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever. 

His questions were always of paramount value. “For 
what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul? Or, what shall a man 
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give in exchange for his soul?” Does not that ques- 
tion have value for us today? If’Christ were to ask us 
a question that would enable us to decide whether we 
are prepared to work for Him and to witness for Him, 
would it not be that one, or the series of questions 
with which He tested the repentant Peter, “Lovest 
thou me?” Is there a more pertinent question for our 
age than the last one He proposed at the close of His 
public ministry, “What think ye of Christ?” 

His birth, ministry and very life were divine mys- 
teries. He fed the five thousand miraculously, yet 
knew the pangs of hunger. He gave the water of life 
freely, yet thirsted beside a Samaritan well. He stilled 
the troubled waves of Galilee, yet slept in a little 
boat. He spoke to Lazarus and freed him from death 
shackles, yet wept that His friend had died. At His 
death an earthquake occurred, yet on the cross He 
experienced the piercing agony of human pain. 

Will any man say it is of little importance to him 
what he thinks of Jesus Christ—that whether he 
adopts Christ’s standard of manhood, Christ’s rule of 
conduct, Christ’s measure and manner of attaining 
success, will not affect his own value to the world 
and ultimately his destiny? 


C. AS A MAN THINKS IN HIS HEART OF THE BIBLE, 
SO IS HE. 


Is the Bible the work of men’s heads and hands? 
Is it the message of God to a world benighted and 
perishing, grasping after light, reaching out for help 
and salvation? Every system of doubt or unbelief that 
rejects or belittles the claims of Jesus Christ, begins 
by attempting to discredit some portion or rejecting 
the Bible as a whole. 

The Bible is superior to all other religious books 
in its contents. It sets up the highest ethical and 
moral standards, enjoins the most absolute obedience, 
denounces every form of sin, and yet informs the 
sinner how he can get right with God. How could 
uninspired men have written a Book like that? John 
Wesley argued that the Bible must have been written 
by bad men or angels, good men or angels, or by God. 
He showed that it could not have been written by bad 
men or angels, for it condemns their souls to hell for 
all eternity; neither could it have been written by 
good men or angels, for they would not say, “Thus 
saith the Lord,” when it was they who said it; it 
must, therefore, have been written by God. 

The estimate of Jesus concerning the Scriptures is 
found in His words: “Search the Scriptures, for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they 
which testify of me.” 

When we accept the Bible as the Word of God, we 
accept Jesus Christ as the Son of God. When we seek 
to know the will of God that we may do it, we soon 
think with the Psalmist: “The law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes 
of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the com- 
mandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever: the 
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous alto- 
gether: More to be desired are they than gold, yea, 


























than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and 
the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant 
warned: and in keeping of them there is great re- 
ward” (Psalm 19:7-11). 


D. AS A MAN THINKS IN HIS HEART CONCERNING 
SIN, SO IS HE. 


The man who, in his thinking, regards sin, even 
when gilded and popular, as a trifle, is a serious 
peril to himself and a menace to society. 

Sin is a failure to conform to the law of God either 
negatively or positively, by omission or commission. 
It can be understood only in the light of the law 
of God. The law is in itself an expression of the 
nature and attributes of God. Thus when men fail 
to live up to the law of God, or when they transgress 
it, they are committing an act of hostility against 
the Almighty. Sin is reprehensible, deserving the pun- 
ishment it entails. 

The Biblical concept of sin is indicated in the words 
used to describe it. The Hebrew term means “to devi- 
ate from the way”; the Greek terms imply a “missing 
the mark,” “a going aside from.” Sin appears in two 
forms, overt acts and heart sinfulness. The Scriptures 
describe the universality of sin. They speak to men 
about the totality of sin and the extent of its control 
over life. Invading every heart, it corrupts and mars 
every life. Men are then in rebellion against their 
Creator. 

Unless something is done to rescue man from the 
consequences of sin, his plight will be woeful in the 
extreme. His separation from God will be eternal; his 
degradation will be complete; he will spend eternity 
in hell, “Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched.” But man is unable to remedy the situ- 
ation. He is incapable of redeeming himself from sin, 
of extricating himself from the predicament, of sav- 
ing himself from destruction. Unless God intervenes 
he is doomed forever. If man is to be saved from 
sin, he must be saved through Jesus Christ. 


When we reflect that sin is rebellion against God, 
that its “wages ... is death,” we will not regard it 
as a trifle. 

Sin is sometimes innocent-looking, but it has caused 
all the fears and tears and pain and woe in the world. 
It has made and filled all the graves in the world. 
It nailed the Son of God to the cross. It touched one 
of the shining spirits before the throne and he with- 
ered into a devil. 

It has been said: “Sin is a disease of the soul— 
a paralysis that weakens, a leprosy that pollutes, a 
plague that tortures, a pestilence that destroys.” 

Will a man who sincerely thinks that he can safely 
sin, make a mock of sin, be saved from the conse- 
quences of his evil thinking and doing, be saved by 
his sincerity? 

“There is a way which seemeth right unto man, but 
the end thereof are the ways of death,” declares the 
Word of God. 

Whatever we may think about it, “Sin when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death.” Any church that does 
not proclaim God’s estimate of sin, and God’s remedy 
for sin, will never share in the world’s salvation. 
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E. AS A MAN THINKS IN HIS HEART ABOUT 
OTHERS, SO IS HE. 


The evil man is quick to think evil and slow to 
think good of others. The dishonest man thinks hon- 
esty has fled from the earth. He will tell you that 
all men have their price. The man whose thoughts 
are corrupt and whose touch is pollution, does not 
have a very exalted opinion of women. 

The world regards with distrust and suspicion the 
man who is prone to think and say evil of others. 
It is a sign of mediocrity for one constantly to belittle 
the lives of others. 

The Christian’s attitude is different. He believes 
that Jesus Christ has a message for this sin-cursed 
world. It is the message of salvation. The Christian 
is to be more than a reservoir of truth—he is to be a 
channel of blessing to the uttermost part of the earth. 
His task is to evangelize without ceasing, to witness 
faithfully and persistently to the Person and work 
of Jesus Christ. He is to proclaim with no uncertain 
sound the fearfulness and dread consequences of sin, 
and the refuge that is in Christ Jesus. 

Every Christian is his brother’s spiritual keeper. He 
is to be a witness for Christ in word and in example. 
Too many neglect this personal aspect of the work 
of Christ. 

The Christian can influence others for Christ be- 
cause his attitudes, as well as his nature, have been 
changed. A new generosity, kindness, and unselfish- 
ness now characterize him. He prefers to express his 

(Continued on page 14) 
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I PRAYED TO THE DEVIL 


Y EARLIEST memories are 

of drinking bootleg whis- 

key from a saucer and 
learning to roll my cigarettes. I 
learned to count by counting the 
spots on cards. My father was al- 
ways a heavy er and made 
illegal whiskey in hidden stills dur- 
ing the depression thirties. At the 
age of fifteen I was dealing in nar- 
cotics and associating 
addicts and narcotics dealers. By 
now I was a skilled gambler and 
spent much of my time playing 
cards. I refused to go to school, so 
I could spend my time on the 
streets. 

My parents moved to a small 
town where from boredom and to 
quiet my mother’s insistent de- 
mands, I went back to high school 
and finished with good grades. At 
my mother’s request I was detained 
for several months in a Catholic 
“home” where we were kept under 
lock and key. I became interested 
in the religion of the nuns and 
priests, so they gave me a set of 
instructions, anointed me with oil, 
prayed over me, and told me that 
I was a Roman Catholic. This was 
all right with me, as I learned soon 
that 2 & Catholic in a Catholic 
“school” has its advantages. The 
only real understanding I had of 
God was I knew that there was 
One who had threatened to burn 
up the whole world. 

As I was quite intelligent and had 
excellent grades, I was able, in spite 
of my record of misbehavior, to 
gain admittance to a Catholic 
school of nursing. This was largely 
due to the great influence of the 
nuns. In six months I was ex- 
pelled for drunkenness. Deter- 
mined not to return to the super- 
vision of my parents, I ~— left 
the state and entered another 
school of nursing. Here the nuns 
worked with me, gave me another 
set of instructions, prayed for me, 
and in fo m mon expelled 
me for drunkenness, misconduct, 
and insubordination. After this I 
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did not return home, but worked in 
various hospitals throughout the 
West. I had become a confirmed 
drug addict, and as I did not make 
enough money to support my hab- 
it, I was forced ste: art 
of my supply from the a tals 
and supplement it with alcohol. I 
entered a third school of nursin 

and this time I finished and passe 

my state board examinations. 

Soon I began to feel that I was 
missing something important, and 
felt restless and miserable. As I 
made more money now, I began 
drinking heavily and using more 
dope than ever before. F g to 
find solace in an endless string of 
taverns, I decided to enroll in one 
of the universities and study the 
human mind. So I began my study 
of = try, psychology and phi- 
losophy. I took a course in litera- 
ture to study the great minds of 
the past. Perhaps, I thought, they 
had found the answer. Failing to 
find any peace, I came to the con- 
clusion that most of them were 
even more confused than I was. 
Now education had failed me, liq- 
uor had failed me, and even my be- 
loved dope had failed me. I felt lost 
and even more restless and be- 
wildered than before. 

I began suddenly to fear that I 
was losing my mind, and that I 
had better slow down and do it fast. 
pe oe ag , | turned again to the 
Catholic church and resumed my 
search for I knew not what. I was 
terrified; afraid to be alone at 
night, afraid to be on the streets 
and afraid suddenly of people. All 
my life I had associated with dan- 
gerous ple, but never before had 
I felt this kind of fear. I began 
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visiting a psychiatrist who was a 
confirmed atheist. For three hours 
a week I talked to him, and each 
week for three more hours a Catho- 
lic priest talked to me. My con- 
fusion mounted steadily. I had the 
feeling that sudden destruction was 
hanging over me and was inescap- 
able. I secured an automatic pistol 
and carried it with me constantly, 
to work, to sleep, and about the 
streets, and still my fears grew. 

My doctor told me that there 
was no more he could do for me. I 
felt that another of my gods, Medi- 
cine, had crumbled before my eyes. 
I lost my belief in eres Leal 
pao my visits with the priest 
although I continued to follow the 
rituals of the Catholic faith. I be- 
gan to pray steadily to the devil. 
I became angry with my head 
nurse, who was also a drug addict, 
and for a year I prayed daily for 
her death. When she ed herself 
with an overdose of sleeping pills, 
I became more frightened than 
ever. 

In spite of my gambling and my 
wages, one night I ran out of mon- 
ey and liquor at the same time. 
Realizing that delirium tremens 
were imminent, and knowing that 
if I was institutionalized I would 
be cut off from both drugs and 
liquor, I began to pray earnestly 
to the devil, “Devil, if you will give 
me just one bottle of vodka, you 
can have my soul.” I was alone 
in the hotel room and knew no one 
there, but somewhere, someway, I 
obtained the vodka. I still don’t 
know where it came from. 

Sometime during that night or 
the next, I awoke to see a small 
dark man in an immaculate navy 
blue suit sitting beside me. His 
head was like a large black cat’s 
with shining yellow eyes, and his 
hands which were folded on his 
knees, had claws for fingernails. 
He made no effort to touch me 
but sat quietly purring like a cat. 
I tried to tell myself that I was 
asleep, but I knew that I was not 
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“I tried to tell myself that | was asleep; but | knew that | was not dreaming . . .” 


dreaming and that I could not get 
by him to the door. So I sat and 
stared at him until peer i As 
the sun rose, he disappeared, but I 
continued to hear him purring for 
hours. During the days that fol- 
lowed I saw bats and black cats 
almost every night. 


THIS WAS the state to 
which I had come when I met the 
first true Christian I ever remem- 
ber talking to. I had gone to work 
at a large city-owned institution 
because I knew that it was easier 
to obtain drugs there. This lady 
was the practical nurse with whom 
I was to work. She greeted me very 
kindly the first night I came on 
duty, but her eyes were so sharp 
that I was convinced she could see 
right through me. (I found out lat- 
er she could.) I remember think- 
ing, “If I have to work with this 


— fireball, I won’t be here very 
on: ” 


In the weeks that followed she 
talked to me gently and patiently 
of Christ and Christian love. I ran 
from her from one end of the hos- 
pital corridor to the other, and still 
I could not escape her piercing eyes 
and gentle voice. I grew to love 
her very much, but I still simply 
could not stand to have her look at 
me. At one time I became con- 
vinced that she was really the Vir- 
gin Mary in dis e. Finally, I told 
her that I would visit her church 
one oy. When I got to the 
door and heard them praying, I 
turned around and went home and 
got drunk. But the next Sunday I 
went back. I continued to go back 
during the following weeks to 
watch and hear these strange peo- 
ple. In the meantime I bitterly re- 
quested of my Christian friend 


that she call the circle of “prayer 
dogs” off my back, and instruct 
that “prayer gang” to leave me 
alone. She became very pale and 
gasped, but all she said was, “I’ll 
not do it.” The next night she told 
me, “You are hanging over hell by 
a horse hair and it is being sawed 
in two.” She started praying that 
any time I started to take a drink 
it would make me sick. Immediate- 
ly, when I would enter a tavern 
and order a drink, I would become 
violently ill and have to leave. As 
I was — upon alcohol for 
most of my food energy, I became 
quite sick within a few days. Every 
time I looked into the mirror I 
would see my face staring back at 
me saying, “You are going to hell— 
you are going to hell.” 

I told my friend of selling my 
soul to the devil, and of seeing him 
at my bedside. She explained to 
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me that the Lord is stronger than 
the devil and could save me if I 
would only let Him. I told her that 
I was a and a drug addict. 
She replied that Jesus was strong- 
er than demon power. Impatiently 
I thought that talk of demons, 
spiritual lives, and the Holy Ghost 
was sheer nonsense. Everyone knew 
that belief in spirits went out with 
the Middle Ages. 

Still I was drawn back to the 
little church, almost against m 
will. I held grimly to e benc 
during each altar call, determined 
that I would not go kneel with “a 
bunch of hysterical, emotional, 
feeble-minded people.” Then, the 
sisters of the church began gath- 
ering and kneeling to pray about 
me. This upset me very much, for 
I felt hemmed in and cut off from 
the door. At the same time I was 
afraid to try to run for fear I 
would run to the altar. 

I began praying at home to the 
Lord to deliver me if He did have 
the power. I am sure that many 
Christians everywhere were pray- 
ing with me. For hours each day I 
prayed alone and seemed to get 
nowhere. Finally, one day a great 
feeling of peace came over me, and 
I knew if I would go and kneel 
at the altar of God’s church with 
His people that the Lord would 
save me. By now, I was eager to do 
this or anything else to escape hell 
and gain heaven. 


On the following Y.P.E. night I 


saved. It all seemed so simple; yet 
the feeling that came over me was 
indescribable. A life filled with sin 
was blotted out, and a burden that 
had become intolerable was lifted. 
I felt stunned. I could not laugh or 
talk or cry. But I was saved! 


The next day, for the first time 
in months, I slept well. Soon m 
appetite improved and my healt 
became better. One day after pray- 
ing alone for hours, I was baptized 
nye with the Holy Ghost. My 

appy crying, shouting and laugh- 
ing awoke the nurse who shared 
my apartment. She listened angrily 
to me as I spoke in tongues. Later, 
she told me that I had lost my 
mind and had at last become com- 
pletely insane. She soon moved 
away, but I remembered that the 
Lord had said that He would have 
a separated people. I burned all my 
slacks, shorts, bathing suits, and 
many of my dresses. I threw away 
a large box of jewelry, and cleaned 
house of stacks of immoral litera- 
a and the last of my bar equip- 
ment. 


One pay I developed 
a sharp pain in my back and chest 
that was quite persistent. I told 
one of the interns at the hospital 
of it, and he had me X-rayed. He 
told me there were shadows in both 
lungs and that he suspected malig- 
nancy. I refused to allow him 
operate to obtain tissue to examine, 
but I did permit him to aspirate 


examined. Then he told me that his 
diagnosis was correct. 

I refused to believe that I would 
die, but decided that God could 
cure cancer if he could cure dru 
addiction. I told my friends wha 
he said and they explained that 
God could surely heal sick bodies. 

For over two months they prayed 
with me and for me. The pain be- 
came worse and I lost more weight. 
Finally, one —_ I became willin 
to die. “If that is Your will, Lord, 
let it be,” I thought. I lay down on 
a stretcher to rest and suddenl 
the pain was gone. The next day 
requested a routine hospital chest 
X ray. The X rays were perfectly 
clear; the tumors were gone, and 
the amazed doctors could give no 
clue as to their disappearance. Puz- 
zled, the doctor took the X rays 
to compare with the first ones. The 
next day he told me that he could 
not understand it. When I asked 
him if he believed in God, he said 
he believed only what could be 
proved as a scientific fact. 

That was two and a half years 
ago. I am free from dope and liq- 
uor. My mind is clear. My body 
healed. I am happy. I can live and 
be clean and free to learn more of 
Christ and His teachings. I can go 
to heaven. The love of God and the 
blood of the blessed Saviour have 
delivered me from the devil. I could 
never thank Him enough, or praise 
Him sufficiently. I am so glad that 
I am saved and can go to heaven 
where He and His people will be 











made my way to the altar and was 


some fluid from the area which he 


forever. 





THE SOURCE OF CHARACTER 
(Continued from page 11) 


life. He seeks to follow the words of the Master as He 
prayed, “As thou hast sent me into the world, even 
so have I also sent them into the world.” 


F. AS A MAN THINKS IN HIS HEART OF HIMSELF, 
SO IS HE. 


The Apostle Paul reminds us, “For if a man think 
himself to be something when he is nothing, he de- 
ceiveth himself.” It is not uncommon to meet people 
who overestimate their worth and merit and ability. 
Such an estimate is a weakness and a peril, however, 
while an underestimate may be a snare. 

Have you ever asked yourself: “What can I get 
out of the world?” Some men seem to think the world 
owes them honor and ease and flattery and position. 
If these are your thoughts, the world will never be 
indebted to you. Now ask yourself: “What can I give 
to the world? I have a responsibility to help others 
live better lives.” As Spurgeon said: “As you learn, 
teach; as you get, give; as you receive, distribute.” If 
this is your attitude, you are to be congratulated. 
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As you think in your heart of God, Jesus Christ, the 
Bible, sin, others, and yourself, you are. These thoughts 
will constitute your philosophy and plan of life. As a 
man thinks in his heart, so will he speak and act. 
For, “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh.” 

To change a man morally and_ spiritually 
his thoughts must be changed. The Word declares, 
“Let the wicked forsake his ways, and the unright- 
eous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon.” “Whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are honest, what- 
soever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report: if there be any virtue and if there be any 
praise, think on these things.” 

As we obey these injunctions from the Scripture 
we will begin to pray, “Almighty God, unto whom all 
hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love ‘Thee and worthily magnify Thy holy 
name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.” 

















WORKERS’ TRAINING 
COURSE NO. 2 





Workers’ Training Course No. 2 
is a textbook on the Sunday 
School teacher. It contains fresh 
materials calculated to enlighten, 
inspire, and to instruct teachers 
and prospective teachers. It is writ- 
ten in a simple, easy-to-understand 
language. Its purpose is to make 
the Sunday School teacher con- 
scious of his responsibility as a 
teacher, to bring to light the reason 
some of our presesnt teachers are 
unsuccessful as far as enlarging 
classes and effective teaching are 
concerned. 

Order one copy for each Sunday 
School worker. This 112-page, cloth- 
bound textbook sells for only $1.00 
plus postage. 


WORKERS’ TRAINING 
COURSE NO. 1 

Workers’ Training Course No. 1 
is an orientation course on the Sun- 
day School especially prepared for 
the Church of God Sunday School 
teachers, secretaries, and superin- 
tendents. It is the first in a series 
of five such textbooks on the Sun- 
day School. 

This training course has been de- 
signed for ten class periods of one 
hour each. It may be taught in the 
local church or it may be taken 
as a correspondence course. A cer- 
tificate will be given to the person 
who satisfactorily completes the 
course. Order one for each Sunday 
School worker. Only $1.00 each plus 
postage. 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 


Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 
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THE MOODY COLPORTAGE 


Library 35¢ each 
MOODY’S LATEST WINSOME 
SERMONS No. 86 WITNESSING No. 210 


On Psalm 91, Romans 8, 
Temptation, Transfiguration, 
etc. 


MOODY’S STORIES No. 76 


Another vol ume of anec- 
dotes, incidents, and _ illus- 
trations. 


REMARKABLE NEW 
STORIES TOLD BY THE 
DOCTOR No. 180 


Walter L. Wilson. Rich ex- 
periences in Christian serv- 
ice. 


THE ROMANCE OF A 
DOCTOR’S VISITS No. 162 


Walter L. Wilson. True inci- 
dents in the life of the writer. 


THE SOUL-WINNER’S 
FIRE No. 183 


John R. Rice. “‘He that win- 
neth souls is wise. 


STORIES ABOUT 
CHILDREN No. 226 
D. L. Moody. Illustrations 


and stories about child char- 
acters. 


TO THE WORK No. 9 


D. L. Moody. Sure to revive 
Christians to zealous activi- 


ty. 


A VISIT TO MARS No. 204 


Garret V. Albertson. A dif- 
ferent kind of book. 


WILL REVIVAL 
COME? No. 231 


Ernest M. Wadsworth. The 
need for and conditions nec- 
essary for bringing revival 
to our land, 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Avenue, Cleveland, Tennessee 


Mary Terry. How to tell your 
neighbors about Christ. 


THE CHRISTIAN 
FAMILY | 


THE CHRISTIAN 
HOME No. 224 


Norman V. Williams. Re- 
sponsibilities of husbands, 
wives, parents, and children. 


CHRISTIAN ROMANCE 
AND MARRIAGE No. 202 
Gertrude Nystrom. A Chris- 
tian approach to the joys 
and problems of marriage 
and family living. 


GROWING WITH 
OUR CHILDREN’ No. 222 
Gertrude Nystrom. Preserv- 


ing the strength and glory of 
family life. 


HOW TO HAVE A 

FAMILY ALTAR No. 212 
Norman V. Williams. Prac- 
tical suggestions to keep the 


altar burning brightly in the 
home. 


MAKING THE 
HOME HAPPY No. 74 
R. T. Cross. The relation- 


ships necessary for happi- 
ness in the home. 


MUSINGS OF A 

MOTHER No. 197 
Doris C. Aldrich. The spirit- 
ual fragrance of the Mixing 


Bowl has refreshed hearts 
all over the world. 


THOUGHTS FOR 
YOUNG MOTHERS No. 235 
Elsie Holsinger. Encourage- 


ments in the joys and re- 
sponsibilities of motherhood. 

























































THE TALKING BIBLE 


(R-900 Series Audio Books) 





Talking Bible, the new, most satisfying way to get the full benefit of 
the Bible. 


Here are the finest thoughts ever inspired in the mind of man; the world’s 
most beautiful words, reverently and correctly read. Both New Testament 
books have been specifically approved by the churches. All books in this 
series are jacketed in simulated morocco leather binding, enstamped in 






































































gold. 
Ra Title List ge ad 
R-901 New Testament | $29.95 | 26 fl 
R-902 | Old Testament’ (9 books) 29.95 26 
R-904 | Psalms 6.95 6 
R-905 Genesis 6.95 6 
R-906 | Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Solomon 4.95 | A 
R-907 Judges and Ruth 3.95 3 
R-908 Stories From the New Testament 2.95 2 
R-909 Stories From the Old Testament 2.95 | 2 
Replacement Record 1.00 
A-100 33 1/3 rpm Adapter 1.95 

















*The A-100 Speed-reducer adapts 33 1/3 RPM to 16 2/3 RPM. 
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A TRACT 


HAVE YOU? 
By Rev. Earl P. Paulk 


Have you honestly and sincerely 
thought where and how it will be 
with you after death? 

You know for sure and very def- 
initely that one day your casket lid 
will be closed in your face, and you 
will begin your eternal march 
through one long, never-ending 
eternity, FOR YOU ARE A NEVER- 
DYING SOUL. 

2 Cor. 4:16, “But though our out- 
ward man perish, yet the inward 
man (soul) is renewed day by day.” 

Jonah 2:7, “When my soul faint- 
ed within me I remembered the 
Lord.” 

You also know that your soul, or 
inward man, wants to do good—or 
right. 

The glorious news to you is that 
God gave His Son to save you. Have 
you accepted Him? 

John 3:16, 17, “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believ- 
eth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. For God sent 
not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved.” 

Without Jesus Christ, your never- 
ending trip through eternity will be 
eternal doom, despair and punish- 
ment for not accepting Him, (Je- 
sus), aS your personal Saviour. 

Ps. 9:17, “The wicked shall be 
turned into hell, and all the nations 
that forget God.” 

If you have not accepted Him, 
YOU CAN NOW. 

John 6:37, “Him that cometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out.” 

2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not 
slack concerning his promise, as 
some men count slackness; but is 
longsuffering to us-ward, not will- 
ing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repent- 
ance.” 

Rom, 10:13, “For whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved,’ 

GET ACQUAINTED WITH JESUS 
as your Saviour before you begin 
your eternal journey. 

It has been said that if a little 
bird could take a grain of sand and 
fly away and stay ten thousand 
years, return each 10,000 years for 
one more grain, and when he would 
have carried all the grains of sand 
from the vast seashores and the 
entire face of the earth—just one 
- each ten thousand years— 

his never-ending eternity would 
be still rolling on. 


WHAT IS YOUR ANSWER TO 
THIS? 


75c per pound 
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PUBLISHING HOUSE 
922 Montgomery Avenue 
Cleveland, Tennessee 
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